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as Tanjore, where the fair-complexioned handsome
men and women of the town still attract attention.
They are the descendants of the fighting men who
accompanied Shahji and afterwards attached them-
selves to the fortunes of his son. The girl in the
sketch belongs to one of these Mahratta families.
She wears a handsome silk sari bordered with gold,
and holds in her hands a wreath of marigold
flowers. The Mahrattas preserve their traditions
and are proud of their birth, holding the dark
people among whom they live in no little con-
tempt.
The career of Sivaji was full of adventure. He
threw off allegiance to the Moghul, quarrelled
with the MoghuFs generals, and became a law unto
himself, a freebooter, like so many of the chiefs and
naicks of that period. The Hindus have of recent
years exalted him into a patriotic hero because he
shook off the yoke of the Muhammadans; but at the
time this was not the view taken by those who
suffered from the raids of his marauding horsemen.
For some time Mysore remained in an unsettled
state, without a ruler strong enough to take a
definite lead and deliver the people from the bands
of robbers whose presence paralysed agriculture
and trade.